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Yin Yang Pairs Game
In Ancient Chinese Philosophy, yin and yang is a concept of dualism, showing how 
all opposites are complimentary, interconnected and dependent on each other. 
Think light and dark, order and chaos, fire and water.
The Taijitu symbol (right) is made up of two tear drop shapes which swirl around 
each other to represent how one flows in to the other. The dots in the opposite 
sections show that there is always yin within yang and yang within yin.

To Make Your Cards:
1.	 Print the following pages on to paper or thin card. If using paper we would recommend sticking 

them on to card so you can’t see the design through from the back.
2.	 Cut out and laminate (optional).

+ =

To Play (Version 1):
1.	 The game is for 2 or more players. The aim of the game is to collect as many pairs as you can 

until all the cards are gone. The player with the highest number of pairs at the end is the winner.
2.	 Lay all the cards out in a grid, face-down.
3.	 Take it in turns to turn over 2 cards at random.
4.	 If you turn over a yin card and yang card, to make a complete taijitu, then remove the cards 

from the table and keep the pair in your hand.
5.	 If the cards turned over do not make a pair return them to their face-down position and the 

next player takes their turn.
6.	 Repeat until all the cards have been removed from the table.
7.	 Count up your pairs, the player with the highest number of pairs wins!

To Play (Version 2):
1.	 The game is for 2 or more players. The aim of the game is to collect as many pairs as you can 

and have the lowest number of points when all the cards are gone. The player with the highest 
number of pairs and the lowest number of points at the end is the winner.

2.	 Lay all the cards out in a grid, face-down.
3.	 Take it in turns to turn over 2 cards at random.
4.	 If you turn over a yin card and yang card, to make a complete taijitu, then remove the cards 

from the table and keep the pair in your hand.
5.	 If the cards turned over do not make a pair you are given 1 point (this may be in the form of a 

match stick, button or other counter piece) return the cards to their face-down position and 
the next player takes their turn.

6.	 Repeat until all the cards have been removed from the table.
7.	 Count up your pairs and your points. The player with the highest number of pairs and the lowest 

number of points wins!

Yin
Black  |  Chaos  |  Femininity

Night  |  Negative

Yin
Black  |  Chaos  |  Femininity

Night  |  Negative

Yang
White  |  Order  |  Masculinity

Day  |  Positive

Yang
White  |  Order  |  Masculinity

Day  |  Positive

Yin
Black  |  Chaos  |  Femininity

Night  |  Negative

Yin
Black  |  Chaos  |  Femininity

Night  |  Negative

Yang
White  |  Order  |  Masculinity

Day  |  Positive

Yang
White  |  Order  |  Masculinity

Day  |  Positive

Yin
Black  |  Chaos  |  Femininity

Night  |  Negative

Yin
Black  |  Chaos  |  Femininity

Night  |  Negative

Yang
White  |  Order  |  Masculinity

Day  |  Positive

Yang
White  |  Order  |  Masculinity

Day  |  Positive
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Yin Yang Pairs Game - Cards
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