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The Jewish festival, also known as the Festival of Lights!
Celebrated with the lighting of candles, playing games and eating fried foods. 

Let’s find out more and celebrate Hanukkah together!

For even more programme ideas check out our ‘Hanukkah’ board over on
www.Pinterest.com/PawprintFamily

Hanukkah Challenge

www.PawprintFamily.com
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/PawprintFamily/hanukkah/


Pawprint Badges provides thousands of free activity ideas and resources to help leaders, teachers and parents 
deliver fun and adventure.
Every activity helps you share skills for life and is linked to one of our pawesome embroidered badges. Build 
your collection and celebrate adventures, new skills and knowledge gained.

Pawprint Tales are fully illustrated stories that can be enjoyed by the whole family. Join Alfie (our fox-red 
Labrador) on his adventures around the UK – solving puzzles, turning detective and making new friends. With 
twists and turns, every tale is an opportunity to discover new places, people and history without needing to 
leave the comfort of your own home.
Enjoy Pawprint Tales alongside your Pawprint Trails or as a standalone adventure!

Every brand in the Pawprint Family supports the Pawprint Trust with a percentage of profits from every sale 
providing grants to young people. We’re passionate about enabling young people to access life changing 
adventures. 

Pawprint Trails are treasure-hunt style walks around locations in the UK. Solve puzzles, track down the answers 
and explore everything our great country has to offer.
From historical sights to popular culture discover something new or rediscover a love for where you live then 
collect the badge to remember your adventures! 
Whether you’re looking for the perfect addition to your next family holiday or a few hours of fun with friends; 
each trail can be completed in a few hours or extended with our activity suggestions in to a weekend or a 
week’s worth of fun!

Hi there! We’re Charlotte & Jamie, the husband and wife team behind the 
Pawprint Family and we believe in #AdventureForAll. 

It’s our mission to help leaders, teachers and parents save time by 
providing ideas and opportunities to help them deliver everyday 
adventure and skills for life. We do this through our family of 
brands; find out more below and head to the website for your next 
adventure!

https://www.instagram.com/pawprint_family/
https://www.facebook.com/PawprintFamily/


This Challenge Pack has been divided in to 4 sections: Craft, Food, Games and Other. In order to help you 
provide a balanced and varied programme for your young adventurers we recommend that the following 
number of activities are completed by each age group:

By downloading or purchasing this resource you agree to our terms of use as outlined below. As a husband 
and wife team we work hard to keep all of our resources and activity ideas available free of charge; we can 
only do this with your help. 

If you are unsure or have any questions about these terms of use please email
info@pawprintfamily.com

You can view the extended terms of use on our website
www.pawprintfamily.com/terms-conditions

Adapt activities as necessary to meet your needs.

Add your own activity ideas or develop them into projects.

Use what you have; don’t buy in lots of new materials/equipment. 

No need to send us evidence, responsible grown-ups decide when the badge has been earned.

One challenge badge can take as long as you like; from a few hours to days or even a full term!

Please Do You May Not

Use this resource with your young adventurers. Redistribute or sell this resource in any way, shape or 
form.

Direct people to this resource online by sharing our 
website links. Upload this resource to a website for download.

Tell your friends/family/colleagues about us! Copy or modify any part of this resource to share with 
others either for free or for sale.

Share photos of you enjoying your adventures with us 
on social media.

Use any text, graphics, content or fonts without our 
written permission.

Age 3 - 5

Age 5 - 7

Age 7 - 11                                     +

Age 11 - 14                                     +

Age 14 - 18                                     +

Age 18+                                     +

Craft Food Games Other PICK

Leaders, Teachers & Parents
Award yourselves a badge for supporting 
your young adventurers in their activities!

mailto:info@pawprintfamily.com
www.pawprintfamily.com/terms-conditions


Craft
Make your own dreidel using our free resource.

Craft your own Hanukkah gift calendar, like an Advent calendar but with 8 
small gifts, one for each night of Hanukkah.

Create your own Hanukkah Menorah (or Hanukkiah).

What?	
Hanukkah is observed by lighting candles on a special candle stick called a Hanukkah 
Menorah. There are 9 branches, one typically placed above or below the others and 
used to light the other candles. This candle is called the shamash meaning “attendant” in 
Hebrew. Each night one additional candle is lit until all eight candles are lit together on 
the final night of the festival.

Make a candle or oil lamp; Hanukkah is also known as the Festival of Lights.

Create a storyboard or timeline of the Hanukkah story or share the story in 
an interesting way such as animation, illustrating a short story or similar.

Make a gift to exchange during Hanukkah.

Why?	
Many families exchange gifts or give presents to children during Hanukkah. Some families 
give gifts of gelt (money) and encourage their children to give tzedakah (charity) in lieu of 
presents for themselves.

Books are often exchanged as gifts, have a go at book binding and make 
your own book/notebook to give.

Create an eco-friendly menorah. Candles haven’t always been used and 
poorer Kurdish Jews were known to use egg shells and olive oil instead. What 
could you re-purpose and use for your menorah?

Make a sign for your bedroom door; Kurdish children would lock their doors  
during Hanukkah and their parents would have to give coins for entry!

Get crafty and make a “Hanukkah Sameach!” (Happy Hanukkah) card.

Use materials of your choice to make a dreidel shaped decoration/ornament.

Create your own Hanukkah decorations in traditional blue and white, you 
could make a garland, a wreath or bunting.



Food
Fry your own latkes, a type of potato pancake/fritter, traditionally eaten 
during Hanukkah.

Why?
Fried foods are eaten during Hanukkah to symbolise the miracle of the oil that was used 
to light the menorah in the ancient temple for eight days and nights. Jews around the 
world all have their own unique ways of celebrating but fried foods are traditional the 
world over!

Make your own jam doughnuts known as sufganiyah in Israel.

Investigate the different oils that can be used for cooking; when should each 
one be used and why would one be preferred over another?

Olive oil was traditionally used to light the menorah before candles were 
widely used. Find out how to make it and have a go at pressing your own.

Many families give/exchange chocolate coins as Hanukkah gelt. Have a go at 
making your own chocolate coins or using gold leaf on a chocolate bake.

Some Jews eat dairy at Hanukkah in dishes such as kugel, cheesecake or 
rugelah. Make one of these yourself and try it.

Why?
This tradition begins with the story of Judith who overcame Holofernes by feeding him 
salty cheese in order to make him thirsty. He satisfied his thirst with wine and passed out, 
after which Judith took his sword and cut off his head. What a heroine!

Use plantain to make patacones, eaten by Jews in Cuba.

Fry your own precipizi, Italian Hanukkah treats.

Enjoy some sfenj, Moroccan orange doughnuts.

Cook your own Burfi, a milk-based sweet from India that is gifted instead of 
chocolate gelt in India.

Use a pretzel stick and a marshmallow and make your own sweet dreidels.

Visit friends in your neighbourhood and eat together. In Avignon, France it 
is custom to open a new bottle of wine on a Sunday that falls in Hanukkah, 
then travel the neighbourhood tasting wine and toasting the celebrations.



Games
Play a game of dreidel using our free resource.

What?
A dreidel is a four-sided spinning top played during Hanukkah. Each side of the dreidel 
bears a letter of the Hebrew alphabet; nun, gimel, hey or chai, and shin. The letters for an 
acronym for the Hebrew saying Nes Gadol Hayah Sham, “a great miracle happened there,” 
referring to the miracle which Hanukkah is centered around.
	
Share a card game with friends or family, cards are commonly played during 
Hanukkah.

Have a relay race.

Why?
Jews around the world light menorahs at Hanukkah but in Jerusalem runners race a 
burning torch from the Israeli city of Modiin to Jerusalem (about 20 miles/32 km), where 
the chief rabbi lights a giant menorah at the Western Wall.

Play Toma Todo (winner takes all), also known as Pirinola, played by Jews in 
Mexico. Use our free La Pirinola Spinner resource to make yours!

Mexican Jews also celebrate by breaking a dreidel-shaped pinata. Make your 
own or have fun breaking a pinata.

In Morocco bonfires are traditionally held on a 9th day of celebration 
when all the shamash candles are collected. Jumping over these bonfires is 
believed to bring good luck. We wouldn’t suggest jumping over a fire but why 
not have a game of leapfrog instead?!

Play a game of pairs matching objects or greetings for Hanukkah.

Have a game of connect 4 or 3-in-a-row using chocolate Hanukkah gelt. Use 
gold and silver foil coins for the different players.

Hold a Hanukkah scavenger hunt searching for all blue items or items that 
light up. Create your own criteria.

Take part in the gift wrap challenge. Giving gifts is part of many Hanukkah 
celebrations but how fast can you wrap a gift? How about using only one 
hand? When tied together with a partner?

Play a game of Hanukkah Charades with friends/family. Use our free 
resource or create your own cards with words/phrases to act out.



Other
Following their 3 year war the Maccabees cleaned and repaired their temple. 
Clean your room.

Fix something that is broken or damaged, i.e. sew a button back on a jacket, 
or darn a hole.

Read the Hanukkah story of the recovery of Jerusalem and the re-dedication 
of the Second Temple.

Hanukkah means “dedication” in Hebrew. Dedicate your time and volunteer.

Discover and learn the days of the week and months on a Hebrew calendar. 
Hanukkah begins on the 25th day of Kislev.

Find out how to light the menorah and take part lighting an additional 
candle each day of Hanukkah. Syrian Jewish tradition is to light an additional 
shamash as a sign of thanks after the Sephardic Jews expelled from Spain 
found a safe haven in Syria in 1492.

Hanukkah celebrates the re-dedication of the Second Temple. Find out 
where the Second Temple is on a map.

Learn and sing some traditional Hanukkah songs. 

Read the hymn Hanerot Halalu.

Learn how to wish people a Happy Hanukkah in different languages.

In Morocco it is tradition to build and light bonfires on the 9th day of 
Hanukkah, celebrated as the Day of the Shamash. Build and enjoy your own 
bonfire or campfire.

How many different types of doughnuts can you discover? From Bunuelos, a 
tradition for Sephardic Jews in Latin American countries to Loukoumades of 
Jews in Greece.

Visit your local synagogue, the Jewish house of worship.

Find out about Judaism and how it compares with your own/another religion.

Speak to members of your local Jewish community and find out about how 
they will be celebrating Hanukkah this year. Perhaps you can observe or join 
in with some of their celebrations?
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Subscribe to the Tribe News for all the
latest adventures direct to your inbox! Scan me!

Adventure Complete?
Reward your young adventurers with their Hanukkah
Challenge badge to mark their achievements! 
Head to the website to bag yours, download certificates
and discover even more adventures!

Create a Keepsake!
Experienced adventure? Made memories? Then it’s time
to create a keepsake! Our Pawprint Family camp blankets are 
the perfect place to sew your badges and look back
on them for years to come.

Personalise it!
Got your camp blanket? Then it’s time to make it yours!
Our alphabet badges are big, bright and bold...the
perfect addition to your camp blanket, hoodies, bags and
more. What will you personalise first?

Even More Rewards!
We’re all about added value here at Pawprint Family. In
addition to the 1000s of free activity ideas and
resources you’ll find loyalty stickers in every order and
you can claim Children’s University learning hours too!

Loyalty Sticker

Fun Stickers

Add this sticker to your Loyalty Card 

to get your paws on FREE goodies.

You can download your Loyalty Card from 

the website at www.PawprintFamily.com

Award these stickers for fun as 

part of your Pawprint Adventures!
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Fun Stickers

Add this sticker to your Loyalty Card 
to get your paws on FREE goodies.You can download your Loyalty Card from 

the website at www.PawprintFamily.com

Award these stickers for fun as 
part of your Pawprint Adventures!
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