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Where Sparky goes mischief is never far behind... 
“Hi guys, I’m Sparky the Elf! When I’m not helping to make toys I love doing cart-
wheels and causing mischief. My challenge pack is full of ideas for some Elf fun.

For even more programme ideas check out our ‘Elf’ board over on
www.Pinterest.com/PawprintFamily

Elf Challenge

www.PawprintFamily.com
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/PawprintFamily/elf/


Pawprint Badges provides thousands of free activity ideas and resources to help leaders, teachers and parents 
deliver fun and adventure.
Every activity helps you share skills for life and is linked to one of our pawesome embroidered badges. Build 
your collection and celebrate adventures, new skills and knowledge gained.

Pawprint Tales are fully illustrated stories that can be enjoyed by the whole family. Join Alfie (our fox-red 
Labrador) on his adventures around the UK – solving puzzles, turning detective and making new friends. With 
twists and turns, every tale is an opportunity to discover new places, people and history without needing to 
leave the comfort of your own home.
Enjoy Pawprint Tales alongside your Pawprint Trails or as a standalone adventure!

Every brand in the Pawprint Family supports the Pawprint Trust with a percentage of profits from every sale 
providing grants to young people. We’re passionate about enabling young people to access life changing 
adventures. 

Pawprint Trails are treasure-hunt style walks around locations in the UK. Solve puzzles, track down the answers 
and explore everything our great country has to offer.
From historical sights to popular culture discover something new or rediscover a love for where you live then 
collect the badge to remember your adventures! 
Whether you’re looking for the perfect addition to your next family holiday or a few hours of fun with friends; 
each trail can be completed in a few hours or extended with our activity suggestions in to a weekend or a 
week’s worth of fun!

Hi there! We’re Charlotte & Jamie, the husband and wife team behind the 
Pawprint Family and we believe in #AdventureForAll. 

It’s our mission to help leaders, teachers and parents save time by 
providing ideas and opportunities to help them deliver everyday 
adventure and skills for life. We do this through our family of 
brands; find out more below and head to the website for your next 
adventure!

https://www.instagram.com/pawprint_family/
https://www.facebook.com/PawprintFamily/


This Challenge Pack has been divided in to 4 sections: Craft, Food, Games and Other. In order to help you 
provide a balanced and varied programme for your young adventurers we recommend that the following 
number of activities are completed by each age group:

By downloading or purchasing this resource you agree to our terms of use as outlined below. As a husband 
and wife team we work hard to keep all of our resources and activity ideas available free of charge; we can 
only do this with your help. 

If you are unsure or have any questions about these terms of use please email
info@pawprintfamily.com

You can view the extended terms of use on our website
www.pawprintfamily.com/terms-conditions

Adapt activities as necessary to meet your needs.

Add your own activity ideas or develop them into projects.

Use what you have; don’t buy in lots of new materials/equipment. 

No need to send us evidence, responsible grown-ups decide when the badge has been earned.

One challenge badge can take as long as you like; from a few hours to days or even a full term!

Please Do You May Not

Use this resource with your young adventurers. Redistribute or sell this resource in any way, shape or 
form.

Direct people to this resource online by sharing our 
website links. Upload this resource to a website for download.

Tell your friends/family/colleagues about us! Copy or modify any part of this resource to share with 
others either for free or for sale.

Share photos of you enjoying your adventures with us 
on social media.

Use any text, graphics, content or fonts without our 
written permission.

Age 3 - 5

Age 5 - 7

Age 7 - 11                                     +

Age 11 - 14                                     +

Age 14 - 18                                     +

Age 18+                                     +

Craft Food Games Other PICK

Leaders, Teachers & Parents
Award yourselves a badge for supporting 
your young adventurers in their activities!

mailto:info@pawprintfamily.com
www.pawprintfamily.com/terms-conditions


Craft
Make your own elf on the shelf. 

How? 
Use any method you like! You could start with an old toilet roll tube or you could knit, 
stitch or even use a pine cone... you decide.

Make a Christmas stocking.

Make a toy to give to another.

Here’s an idea!
Elves are known for making toys in Santa’s workshop. You could use any method or 
skills you like to produce your toy. Maybe you want to test out your wood working skills 
to make a toy car, or perhaps you enjoy textiles and you’d like to stitch a toy? You could 
go as simple as a sock puppet or as complicated as you like but whatever you do, learn 
something new and make something that someone else can be proud of!

Make some props, have some fun taking some #Elfies then post them on 
social media and tag @PawprintFamily #ElfChallenge

Create and give some elf related Christmas cards.

Create your own stop motion animation telling the story of a naughty elf’s 
mischief in the night.

For Leaders...
This might sound more complicated than it has to be. If you’re lacking in digital knowledge 
and skills why not get your young people to set up stills, take photos with a disposable 
camera and create a flick book. If you fancy getting techy then why not download an 
App (there’s plenty out there) that will put your film together for you, all you need is the 
imagination!

Mix up some reindeer food ready for Christmas Eve.

Make an elf hat to keep your ears warm.

Paper-cut some snowflakes.

Draw or paint an inspirational quote about being your ‘elf!

Knit your own super long and cosy, stripy, elf socks, hat or another item of 
winter clothing.



Food
Make some elf hat cupcakes using ice cream cones.

Make some little ‘Elf Hat Meringue Kisses’.

How?
Create your basic meringue mixture. Before placing into a piping bag, use food colouring 
to paint stripes on the sides of the bag, up and down. Place meringue mix into your piping 
bag being careful not to smudge your stripes. Pipe out little ‘kisses’ of meringue to look 
like little elf hats. Bake according to your meringue recipe. 

Make your own sweet Santa sleighs using 2 candy canes for runners and a 
pile of goodies for the back of the sleigh!

Decorate biscuits to look like elf faces.

Try the naughty or nice treat tasting.

What?
Have you been naughty or nice? Elves will treat you based on your behaviour. Blindfolded, 
try tasting lots of different sweet treats. If you’ve been good you’ve nothing to fear but if 
you’ve been naughty... well, you might be unfortunate enough to get yourself a chocolate 
covered sprout!
Leaders: remember to check for allergies when completing food challenges.

Make your own sweet treat Christmas pudding!

How?
For younger children decorating a tea cake using white chocolate can be satisfying 
enough, for slightly older children have a go making rice crispy truffles decorated to look 
like puddings and for those older and wiser have a go making the real thing or a sweet 
treat alternative.

Make some mince pies or other mincemeat treats.

Decorate your own rice crispy Christmas trees.

Make mini Christmas cakes using a half size baked bean tin. Marzipan, icing 
and wrap with a ribbon!

Create an edible gift. There are so many options (lots on our Pinterest board) 
but you could make a reindeer hot chocolate cone in piping bag or get more 
creative and cook up your own jams or preserves. 



Games
Can you deliver the presents without being heard?

What?
Find your way through the maze and beware of the obstacles to deliver your parcels in 
time for Christmas day!
For Leaders...
Set up an obstacle course and attach bells to strings criss-crossing over. For older children 
why not complete this in the dark to make it harder?

Have a race in teams to see who can be the first to wrap a person and 
decorate them to make them look like a snowman or a Christmas tree.

Tell each other jokes to try and make them laugh, the first to laugh is out. 
What were the best jokes you heard?

Have a game of Santa’s keys using an elf hat.

What?
Everyone sits in a circle with one person sat on a chair in the middle, blindfolded. One 
person is selected from the circle to wear the elf hat then sneak round the circle and into 
the middle to grab the present without being heard by the person in the middle. The elf 
hat should have a bell in it.

Wrap the parcel races...with a twist!

How To!
In pairs you must be tied together so that you have one right hand and one left hand. 
Then have races to wrap gifts as fast as you can! Fastest team wins. Once all the parcels 
are wrapped, see who can unwrap them the quickest too!

Hold a Santa or elf beetle drive.

Go snowball bowling. Use a stocking with an orange in it on your head to 
knock over pins. Work in teams to knock all the pins down first.

Play hide and seek with bells tied to you.

Pass the parcel using only one hand. Beware, you might find a mischievous 
dare in there too!

Use candy canes and go ‘fishing’ for Christmas gifts. How many can you 
hook?



Other
Elves treat you based on whether you’ve been naughty or nice but what does 
that mean? Let’s find out!

For Leaders...
A great activity as a reminder of how we should all act. Young people should get together 
in groups, draw around the smallest person on a sheet of paper (lining paper is good for 
this). Inside the person they should write ‘nice’ characteristics and outside write ‘naughty’ 
characteristics. Once they’ve had a think they should share in the group and together 
make one list of naughty and nice things.

Do one Random Act of Kindness for each day of the month or advent.

Find out what your elf name is or create your own!

Complete a mindfulness activity and remember it’s important to make time 
for your ‘elf!

Play a prank on someone else or have a ‘prank night’ in your unit or at home.

Hold a gift exchange.

What?
We often find ourselves with unwanted or unused toys/games/gifts. Why not bring them 
in to your unit meeting place and hold a gift exchange swapping something you don’t 
want for something you do! 

Watch a Christmas movie and have a film night.

Collect your old toys and games that are still in good condition. Wrap them 
and donate them to a charity who can give them to children who wouldn’t 
otherwise be getting any presents this year.

Make sweet filled icicles or some hot chocolate jars and donate them to your 
local food bank.

Build a ‘sled’ (or push car if you have no snow) then hold races.

The Elves help Father Christmas; be an elf yourself and help someone less 
fortunate by giving your time to volunteer. 

Elves are magic and while we can only ever wish to be magic we can learn a 
magic trick to make it look like we are! Have a go and tag us in your videos.
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Subscribe to the Tribe News for all the
latest adventures direct to your inbox! Scan me!

Adventure Complete?
Reward your young adventurers with their Elf
Challenge badge to mark their achievements! 
Head to the website to bag yours, download certificates
and discover even more adventures!

Create a Keepsake!
Experienced adventure? Made memories? Then it’s time
to create a keepsake! Our Pawprint Family camp blankets are 
the perfect place to sew your badges and look back
on them for years to come.

Personalise it!
Got your camp blanket? Then it’s time to make it yours!
Our alphabet badges are big, bright and bold...the
perfect addition to your camp blanket, hoodies, bags and
more. What will you personalise first?

Even More Rewards!
We’re all about added value here at Pawprint Family. In
addition to the 1000s of free activity ideas and
resources you’ll find loyalty stickers in every order and
you can claim Children’s University learning hours too!

Loyalty Sticker

Fun Stickers

Add this sticker to your Loyalty Card 

to get your paws on FREE goodies.

You can download your Loyalty Card from 

the website at www.PawprintFamily.com

Award these stickers for fun as 

part of your Pawprint Adventures!
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Loyalty Sticker

Fun Stickers

Add this sticker to your Loyalty Card 
to get your paws on FREE goodies.You can download your Loyalty Card from 

the website at www.PawprintFamily.com

Award these stickers for fun as 
part of your Pawprint Adventures!
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