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‘Twas the night before Christmas...
Join us as we discover how families around the world prepare for the big day 

and keep the excitment alive with special traditions.

For even more programme ideas check out our ‘Christmas Eve’ board over on
www.Pinterest.com/PawprintFamily

Christmas Eve Challenge

www.PawprintFamily.com
https://uk.pinterest.com/PawprintFamily/christmas-eve/


Pawprint Badges provides thousands of free activity ideas and resources to help leaders, teachers and parents 
deliver fun and adventure.
Every activity helps you share skills for life and is linked to one of our pawesome embroidered badges. Build 

Pawprint Tales are fully illustrated stories that can be enjoyed by the whole family. Join Alfie (our fox-red 
Labrador) on his adventures around the UK – solving puzzles, turning detective and making new friends. With 
twists and turns, every tale is an opportunity to discover new places, people and history without needing to 
leave the comfort of your own home.

Every brand in the Pawprint Family supports the Pawprint Trust with a percentage of profits from every sale 
providing grants to young people. We’re passionate about enabling young people to access life changing 

Pawprint Trails are treasure-hunt style walks around locations in the UK. Solve puzzles, track down the answers 
and explore everything our great country has to offer.
From historical sights to popular culture discover something new or rediscover a love for where you live then 
collect the badge to remember your adventures! 
Whether you’re looking for the perfect addition to your next family holiday or a few hours of fun with friends; 
each trail can be completed in a few hours or extended with our activity suggestions in to a weekend or a 

week’s worth of fun!

Hi there! We’re Charlotte & Jamie, the husband and wife team behind the 
Pawprint Family and we believe in #AdventureForAll. 

It’s our mission to help leaders, teachers and parents save time by 
providing ideas and opportunities to help them deliver everyday 
adventure and skills for life. We do this through our family of 
brands; find out more below and head to the website for your next 
adventure!

https://www.instagram.com/pawprint_family/
https://www.facebook.com/PawprintFamily/


This Challenge Pack has been divided in to 4 sections: Craft, Food, Games and Other. In order to help you 
provide a balanced and varied programme for your young adventurers we recommend that the following 
number of activities are completed by each age group:

By downloading or purchasing this resource you agree to our terms of use as outlined below. As a husband 
and wife team we work hard to keep all of our resources and activity ideas available free of charge; we can 
only do this with your help. 

If you are unsure or have any questions about these terms of use please email
info@pawprintfamily.com

You can view the extended terms of use on our website
www.pawprintfamily.com/terms-conditions

Adapt activities as necessary to meet your needs.

Add your own activity ideas or develop them into projects.

Use what you have; don’t buy in lots of new materials/equipment. 

No need to send us evidence, responsible grown-ups decide when the badge has been earned.

One challenge badge can take as long as you like; from a few hours to days or even a full term!

Please Do You May Not

Use this resource with your young adventurers. Redistribute or sell this resource in any way, shape or 
form.

Direct people to this resource online by sharing our 
website links. Upload this resource to a website for download.

Tell your friends/family/colleagues about us! Copy or modify any part of this resource to share with 
others either for free or for sale.

Share photos of you enjoying your adventures with us 
on social media.

Use any text, graphics, content or fonts without our 
written permission.

Age 3 - 5

Age 5 - 7

Age 7 - 11                                     +

Age 11 - 14                                     +

Age 14 - 18                                     +

Age 18+                                     +

Craft Food Games Other PICK

Leaders, Teachers & Parents
Award yourselves a badge for supporting 
your young adventurers in their activities!

mailto:info@pawprintfamily.com
www.pawprintfamily.com/terms-conditions


Craft
In many countries, it’s a much-loved tradition for children to leave a snack 
and drink for Santa and Rudolph such as a mince pie, carrot and milk. Create 
and decorate your very own plate that can be used year after year for these 
special treats. 

Mix up some reindeer food using oats, birdseed and glitter. Don’t forget to 
sprinkle outside your door or in the garden on Christmas Eve.

Put together a Christmas Eve box for a friend or family member. 

What?
Christmas Eve boxes are a relatively new tradition and are a festive box filled with small 
gifts such as pyjamas, books and treats, all to be opened on Christmas Eve to kick-start 
the festive celebrations.

Craft a glowing Christmas Eve lantern by decorating a clear jar with tissue 
paper and glue to create a festive scene of your choice. Pop in a battery 
powered tea light to watch your design come to life.

Make a ‘Santa Stop Here’ sign to display outside of your home. Be sure to 
make it eye catching enough to grab Santa’s attention!

Create a string of love heart bunting.

Why?
In Japan, Christmas Eve is known as the most romantic day of the year, with many couples 
celebrating by going on dates and exchanging gifts.

Personalise your Christmas stocking using felt, sequins, glitter, or pom-poms 
before hanging it up in a special place.

Enjoy some classic Christmas crafting by making paper snowflakes, festive 
garlands, or a DIY wreath.

Here’s an idea!
In Germany, many people spend Christmas Eve decorating the tree. Why not craft some 
handmade tree ornaments and put them up on Christmas Eve?

Attending a pantomime on Christmas Eve is a popular tradition for many 
families in the UK. Design a pantomime costume suitable for your favourite 
panto tale. Remember, the best costumes are over the top so they can be 
seen clearly by the audience.



Food
Help prepare food for Christmas lunch.

Taste test seven different kinds of fish or seafood.

Why?
La Vigilla refers to the tradition of the Feast of the Seven Fishes and is an Italian American 
tradition enjoyed on Christmas Eve. It honours the Catholic tradition of abstaining from 
meat and enjoying fish instead. Some fish and seafood that is commonly served at this 
feast include: Calamari, shrimp, clams, mussels, whitefish, anchovies and eel.

Prepare a Christmas Eve buffet filled with your favourite foods.

Make Christmas Eve extra sweet by making some chocolate dipped spoons 
for hot chocolate. 

Here’s an idea!
Why not try dipping the spoons in milk, dark, or white chocolate, and get creative with 
flavours like mint or orange? For a festive finishing touch, sprinkle on popping candy 
before the chocolate sets.

Discover some traditional Christmas Eve dishes enjoyed around the world.

Create an edible Christmas wreath by arranging fruit, cheese and rosemary 
sprigs. Not only is it the perfect centrepiece for your table but it’s also a 
delicious grazing board that everybody can enjoy.

Stay up a little later to see in Christmas Day and enjoy a midnight snack of 
your choice.

Did you know?
In France, Le Réveillon is a long dinner held on Christmas Eve and is enjoyed after 
attending midnight mass.

Nativity scenes and Christmas villages are common Christmas Eve displays. 
Make an edible nativity scene or village using biscuits, icing and sweets to 
build small houses or stable scene. You could use marshmallows as people, 
pretzel sticks as fences and shredded coconut as snow.

Eggnog is a popular drink enjoyed during the festive season. Whip up a 
non-alcoholic version that the whole family can enjoy using vanilla, egg yolk, 
sugar syrup, double cream, whole milk and ice. 



Games
Find the Almond! In Denmark and Sweden, it’s a fun Christmas tradition to 
hide an almond in one bowl of rice pudding. Whoever finds the almond is 
believed to have good luck in the year ahead. Have a go at playing this game 
yourself and see who might be in for a lucky year. If anybody taking part 
has a nut allergy, simply swap out the almond for a raisin, a small piece of 
chocolate, or another safe treat of your choice.

Did you know?
The most streamed Christmas song on Spotify in 24 hours is All I Want for Christmas is 
You by Mariah Carey, which ranked up  24,863,570 streams on Christmas Eve 2024!

Take part in a Christmas Quiz or Christmas themed word-search.

Play Hide and Seek... with a broom. Some Norwegians believe that bad 
witches come out on Christmas Eve and ride around on brooms. They hide 
all brooms in their home in the safest places to keep the evil witches away. 

Rudolph along with his 8 reindeer friends help Santa to deliver presents on 
Christmas Eve. Race to make your own reindeer antlers.

How?
Each person will need a pair of tights and a bunch of inflated (but smallish) balloons. Race 
against each other to pack the balloons into the legs of your tights and then pop the waist 
band on your head to make a pair of antlers. For young adventurers, children’s tights will 
be easier as you will need fewer balloons but this one is definitely for all ages!

Listen to your favourite Christmas songs and play some music related games 
such as musical statues, musical bumps or musical chairs.

Go head to head in a game of football. 

Why?
During World War 1, on Christmas Eve 1914 soldiers from opposing sides temporarily 
stopped fighting in what became known as the Christmas truce. They came out of the 
trenches, exchanged greetings and even played football together.

Have a Christmas scent test. Blindfold each player and have them sniff a 
variety of seasonal scents, guessing each one as they go. The player with the 
most correct answers is the winner. Some examples of festive smells that 
you could include are ginger, peppermint, orange zest, nutmeg, cinnamon, 
allspice, cardamom and cloves.



Other
Read a Christmas classic such as A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens or 
Twas’ the Night Before Christmas by Clement Clarke Moore.

Attend a midnight mass service.

Caroling is a popular Christmas Eve tradition in many countries - sometimes 
from house to house, in churches or at public events. Gather friends or 
family and take part in some caroling of your own to spread festive cheer.

Drive or walk around your neighborhood to see some Christmas lights.

Write a letter to Santa.

Watch a family friendly Christmas film with the people closest to you such as 
Home Alone, Elf, The Polar Express or How the Grinch Stole Christmas.

In Germany, children often leave out their shoes instead of stockings on 
Christmas Eve for Santa to fill with goodies and toys. Why not try this at 
home this year too?

An old Irish custom, that can still be seen today, is lighting a candle in your
window on Christmas Eve. Some say the candle is lit to welcome strangers
passing by, others believe it is to welcome the holy family into their home. 
Light a candle of your own this Christmas Eve.

Use the NORAD Santa tracker or a similar site to see where Santa is in the 
world on Christmas Eve. How far away is he from your house?

Leave out treats for Santa and his reindeer.

Go for a winter walk and take in all of the scenery. Why not take some 
pictures of the twinkling lights and festive decorations to remember the 
magic of the night?

Recount memories or stories of past Christmases with family and friends. 
Why not share any family traditions you have, too?

Reflect on the year by writing down all of the things you are thankful for, 
then tuck it away somewhere safe to read next Christmas Eve.

Have a singalong with family or friends to your favourite Christmas songs. 
Why not take part in or host a festive karaoke night? You could ask guests to 
wear their best Christmas jumpers!
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Subscribe to the Tribe News for all the
latest adventures direct to your inbox! Scan me!

Adventure Complete?
Reward your young adventurers with their Christmas Eve
Challenge badge to mark their achievements! 
Head to the website to bag yours, download certificates
and discover even more adventures!

Create a Keepsake!
Experienced adventure? Made memories? Then it’s time
to create a keepsake! Our Pawprint Family camp blankets are 
the perfect place to sew your badges and look back
on them for years to come.

Personalise it!
Got your camp blanket? Then it’s time to make it yours!
Our alphabet badges are big, bright and bold...the
perfect addition to your camp blanket, hoodies, bags and
more. What will you personalise first?

Even More Rewards!
We’re all about added value here at Pawprint Family. In
addition to the 1000s of free activity ideas and
resources you’ll find loyalty stickers in every order and
you can claim Children’s University learning hours too!

Loyalty Sticker

Fun Stickers

Add this sticker to your Loyalty Card 

to get your paws on FREE goodies.

You can download your Loyalty Card from 

the website at www.PawprintFamily.com

Award these stickers for fun as 

part of your Pawprint Adventures!
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Loyalty Sticker

Fun Stickers

Add this sticker to your Loyalty Card 
to get your paws on FREE goodies.You can download your Loyalty Card from 

the website at www.PawprintFamily.com

Award these stickers for fun as 
part of your Pawprint Adventures!
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